Come Grow
With Us!

A Sacred Community That
Embraces, Inspires, and Matters.

Shalom Notes!
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Welcome to
Gan Shalom!
Opened in 1981, Gan Shalom is Temple Sholom
of Chicago’s premier Early Childhood Education
Program. We provide an enriched educational
experience devoted to laying the foundation
for lifelong learning and strengthening family life
through the transmission of Jewish values and
traditions through play.
Although our Jewish identity serves
as the backbone of our program,
Gan Shalom has high standards
when it comes to the development
and education of young children.
The facility is licensed by the State of
Illinois Department of Children and
Family Services (DCFS) and the City
of Chicago, and is accredited by the
National Association for the Education
of Young Children (NAEYC), a
professional membership organization
that works to promote high-quality
early learning for all young children by
connecting early childhood practice,
policy, and research.
Gan Shalom’s Early Childhood
Education program provides a
safe, developmentally appropriate
environment that meets the needs of
young children and their parents. An

emphasis on emotional and social
development, as well as cultivating
a positive self-image and a strong
Jewish identity, are at the core of
what we do.

We Partner with Families
It’s not just children that participate at
Gan Shalom. From volunteering in the
classroom, attending weekly Shabbat
services, serving on committees
and similar activities, parents have
a unique opportunity to be involved
and partner with teachers, creating
a more nurturing and holistic faithbased educational experience.
We believe that communication
between teachers and parents should
be open and fluid to ensure children
are progressing emotionally, socially,

developmentally, and spiritually both
at home and throughout the program.
To effectively connect with parents,
our staff communicates with them in a
variety of ways:
•	Daily Blogs – Teachers provide
daily updates and photos showing
what the children focus on and
accomplish each day.
•	Easy Access to Teachers – Parents &
Teachers can easily interact with each
other via email and phone regarding
the children and / or the program.
•	Two Formal Conferences Per Year –
Speak in-person with teachers
regarding your child’s progress.
Teachers review individual goals, as
well as a developmental checklist
to ensure children are progressing in
an age-appropriate manner.
•	Student Portfolio – Created and
developed for each child. Binders
are sent home at the end of
the year, so that parents and
children have both a keepsake
and a record of all that was
accomplished during the year.
Family involvement at Gan Shalom
helps create a community that
children feel excited (and proud)
to be a part of!
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We Guide Children
Socially & Emotionally

Early childhood is a time for children to explore and discover the world
around them. These are formative years, when a child’s behavior
patterns, value systems and personality begin to emerge.
Although development of cognitive
skills are an important part of Gan
Shalom – from learning how to use a
paintbrush to cutting with scissors, as
well as the ABC’s and 1-2-3s – the real
foundation of our program is rooted
in teaching emotional and social
growth to foster independence and
confidence in children.
That’s why we focus on creating a
caring environment that encourages
children to progress developmentally,
emotionally, spiritually, socially, and
physically at their own individual
level. We strive to bring the outside
world to children, to help broaden
how they view the world and learn,
and this, in turn, helps them feel
ownership and develop critical
thinking skills.
Emotional and social growth are
cornerstones of our program, and
we achieve both through a nurturing
and home-inspired environment in
our classrooms. Children are grouped
with their peers to provide an age-
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appropriate curriculum, and students
are paired with the teachers that are
the best fit for their success.
Most of our staff have more than
a decade of experience in early
childhood education. The facility also

features an outdoor playground and
an indoor gym for children to stretch
their legs and exercise. All materials in
our classrooms are carefully selected
to enhance the children’s ability to
interact and participate.

Educational Programs
A Foundation for
Emotional Growth
Our focus on emotional growth is
what differentiates Gan Shalom
Programs – we provide a warm and
caring environment for children, and
as part of this teachers are intricately
connected to students and their
families. Our nurturing atmosphere
helps to ease the transition for
younger children into a daycare
setting – at their own pace.

Process-Oriented Learning
How do we get there? Process
learning helps show children that
there is a beginning, middle and
end for projects, and that learning
a process is important to get to the
end-product. This helps children
organize their thoughts, and in
turn, feel ownership and build
confidence in their abilities. They
learn how to mitigate friendships
and personalities, take turns,
negotiate, foster independence,
and successfully enter into play with
their peers.

academic concepts like math and
spelling. Play helps children learn
to solve problems, persist through
challenges, build vocabulary skills,
and gain background knowledge in
many different areas.

Reggio Emilia-Inspired
Learning
Based upon the principles of respect,
responsibility, and community
through exploration and discovery,
the Reggio Emilia approach offers
a way for teachers to harness
each child’s natural curiosity and
creativity. The self-guided curriculum
encourages children to work on
projects that interest them, and
to communicate their newfound
knowledge and understanding,
often with creative results!

Play-Based Learning
Numerous studies have shown
that children at this age learn
best through play; from learning
about social and emotional cues
to using fun activities to help with

Introducing the Jewish Community
Gan Shalom is located within Temple Sholom
of Chicago, one of the oldest and most
historic reform synagogues in the city.
As a result, children and their parents
have a unique opportunity to be fully
embedded in the entire ecosystem
of the Jewish faith, providing a frontrow seat for children to learn the
traditions and culture to become
a part of the Jewish community.
All classes observe Shabbat
weekly – candles are set up in each

classroom to celebrate. Everyone
drinks grape juice, participates in
the Shabbat prayers, eats challah,
and sings and dances with our
clergy.
After the classroom celebration,
the entire class transitions to Temple
Sholom’s Beit Midrash Chapel or
Sanctuary to spend time with the

clergy, where a Rabbi or Cantor sings
and tell stories.
Children can participate in customs
like helping to take out the Torah and
making fresh challah, and parents are
welcome to participate with them in
Shabbat and other Jewish holidays
including Yum Kippur and Chanukah.
Although most of the children who
attend Gan Shalom are Jewish,
people from all faiths are welcome –
everybody can find their place here!
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Parent-Child Programs
Ages 4 – 24 Months

Parent-Child Programs are held for the
duration of the school year, and are offered
during our Summer Camp Program.
Class length and frequency are
dependent on the age of the child
for the school year. Classes start at
1 hour once a week, and gradually
increase to 1½ hours twice a week, as
children grow and develop.
Teachers make plans for the school
year’s curriculum by providing
developmentally appropriate
projects; our job is to provide
opportunities for hands-on learning
and one-on-one child-adult
interaction. Parents and teachers
both interact with the children as
much as possible during the class.
By following the adults’ lead, the
children learn to focus and complete
age appropriate tasks in addition to
participating in group.

Our goal is to:
•	Enable parents and children to
spend uninterrupted time together,
fostering their enjoyment and
mutual respect of each other.
•	Provide a setting where parents
and children may clarify their
understanding of age-appropriate
behavior and skills.

•	E xploration Time – Exploration of
learning centers.
•	Clean Up Time – Teaching
sorting skills, cooperation and
responsibility.
•	Circle Time – Teaching
developmentally appropriate
concepts by using visual materials
to increase attention span.
•	Snack – Developing healthy habits,
teaching good manners and
increasing social skills.

•	Create an environment
which strengthens the family’s
identification with the Jewish
community.

•	G ross Motor Time – Providing gross
motor development activities, both
in our indoor gym and outdoor
playground.

•	Foster independence and
socialization in a safe, accepting
environment that provides ageappropriate opportunities for
growth and development.

•	Music & Movement – Teaching
age-appropriate movements and
practicing the ability to sing simple
melodies, as well as an ability to
participate in group activities.

•	Enable the child to gradually
extend trust from parents to other
significant adults.
•	Enable the child to practice
and begin to master his / her
ever-growing skills of separation,
socialization, and individualization.
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Typical Routine for
Parent-Child Classes:

Preschool & Junior
Kindergarten School
Ages 2 – 5
9:0 0 AM – 3:0 0 PM

Our full-day Junior Kindergarten includes
lunch, rest time and daily enrichment
As with the Parent-Child Programs,
goals include continued development
of emotional and social skills, as
well as fostering independence
in a nurturing environment, and
integration of family and school within
a Jewish context. Additionally, the
Preschool Programs help children
form a positive Jewish self-identity
and provide opportunities for
growth and development in social,
emotional, cognitive, intellectual,
and physical skills.
Please Note: 2 – 2.5-year-olds don’t
start the full day program right away.
Prior to starting school, the child’s
teacher will conduct a home visit
to introduce himself / herself to the
child and parents to help ease the
transition to school and encourage
the child to bond with the teacher.

After the visit, the child starts school
for not more than 45 minutes for
the first few classes. After that, they
can come for as long as they’re
comfortable. This helps bridge the
connection from home to school.
A typical morning includes:
• Exploration
•	G roup Time: Singing and
sharing experiences
• Science Experiments
• Snack Time
•	Following through on assigned
classroom responsibilities for
the day
•	Creating Projects related to the unit
of study or an upcoming holiday
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Extended Day Program
Ages 2 – 5
7:30 AM – 6:0 0 PM

Children may attend a varying number of days per week
depending upon their age.
The Extended Day Program provides
a flexible option for parents who
need additional care needs.
We offer a nurturing environment, in a
safe, well-maintained physical space,
where parents can be confident their

children are receiving a program
that is developmentally sound
and rich in Judaism. The program
is a combination of structured
morning activities integrated into
our Preschool Programs, followed

by a nutritious hot Kosher lunch,
a monitored nap, and a full
afternoon program that provides
time for children to explore different
enrichment activities and continue
the weekly theme.

Enrichment Programs
Ages 2 – 5

Preschool-Age
Children
MON. – THURS. AFTERNOONS

Junior Kindergarten
MON. – FRI. AFTERNOONS
Children may enroll in any number
of days per week, as desired.
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Enrichment Programs:
• Music
• Hebrew & Jewish Storytelling
• Cooking
• Creative Arts
• Science
• Dancing

Temple Sholom

A Place Where You Belong

Rabbi Goldberg plays guitar for families in the
Sukkah during Sukkot

Tot Shabbat

Your Gan Shalom tuition comes with the
option of becoming a member of the vibrant
Temple Sholom congregation.
Temple Sholom offers community groups in a
wide spectrum of interests and special holiday
activities for every age.
We fully support and engage our members
through all life cycle events, and provide a warm
and comfortable environment for families. Many
family-friendly events offer babysitting services,
and we also have a special family community
group – Mishpacha.

Mishpacha (“family” in Hebrew) creates
programming for families with children ages
0 – 12 in an effort to welcome, engage and give
them the opportunity to build a community of
“mishpacha” within Temple Sholom. Our goal is
to build a stronger community of families who
engage in fun, age-appropriate programming
together. Through Mishpacha, you will find
events for moms, dads, couples and the entire
family - no matter how old your child is!

To get involved, contact mishpacha@sholomchicago.org.

Children have access to the clergy

Purim Carnival

LEARN MORE
If you would like to learn
more about Temple Sholom
Membership, please
contact our Director of
Engagement and Member
Services at membership@
sholomchicago.org or
773-435-1545.

Children enjoying the Purim Carnival

E A R LY C H I L D H O O D P R O G R A M S | 9

Want to
Learn More?
For information about the program
and to schedule a tour, please email
ganshalom@sholomchicago.org
or 773-525-4867.
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Thank you for taking
the time to learn about
Gan Shalom.
We hope to see you soon!

Heidi Cooper

Director of Early
Childhood Education
heidi@sholomchicago.org
Temple Sholom of Chicago
3480 N. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, Illinois 60657-2898
773- 435-1546
773-525-3502 Fax
sholomchicago.org

Gan Shalom
773-525-4867
773-435-1554 Fax
ganshalom@sholomchicago.org
Temple Sholom of Chicago
3480 N. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60657
773-525-4707
sholomchicago.org

